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Mutato nomine, de te 
Fabula. narratur. 


T the time of year when nature has ordain’d 
the family of flies to feck for a proper place 
in which to depofite their eggs, and provide 
for that race of infects for the enfuing fum- 

> Saree Sait mer, a horfe-fly very. near. the moment of 
ee") her lying in, pitched on the back of a moft 
noble horfe, formed according to the moft elegant proportions, 
animated with the moft generous fpirit, and fatten’ din the richeft 


iia 


~ At her lighting on him he threw back his head and drove 
her from the place, for fhe was afraid of being cruth’d with ‘the 
blow; this being repeated feveral times, fhe at laft hover’d in the 
air clofe to the ear of the generous quadruped,- and fpoke i in the 
following manner. 
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Ou where fhall a wretched mother fly for reft! where feek for 
fuccour in this perilous hour of bringing forth her young ? Muft 
say 
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my poor abandon’d offspring be fcatter’d in the air, the fport of 
winds, devour’d by harpy birds who feek the innocent’s.deftruc- 
tion, or dropping in the ftream fall a prey to the voracious pyke? 
Oh I faint, is there no tender heart that will affift.a dying parent, or 
fave the orphan from the hands of violation and murder? 


THE generous horfe liftening to this complaint, afked her how 
fhe might be affifted, and offered her every thing in his power 
to that intent, for generofity is the fifter of pity. 


Sue anfwered, fhe was afhamed to tell him ; that fhe had no 
particular claim on him ; however, in fuch diftrefs fhe would 
take the liberty to fay, that if he would permit her to dart her 
eggs into his back, her offspring would be fecured from every 
danger, and lye at eafe, fofter’d by the genial warmth of his bo- 
dy ; that certainly the nobleft difpofition of the heart was chari- 
ty, and the affifting the orphan; that fhe, haplefs creature, ac- 
cording to the ftated rules of providence muft {oon expire, and 
leave her progeny to the care of a wide world; that the pain fhe 
fhould give him would be extremely little in itfelf, and not 
worth a moment’s confideration in comparifon of that good which 
he would fpread on a whole family of grateful children, who 
would for ever be finging the praifes of his generofity over all 
the world as they flew from place to place ;. for, fays the, we 
area race of poets and muficians, 


THE generous quadruped moved by the plaintive tale and un- 
happy fituation of this friendlefs infect, and footh’d not a little 
with the thoughts of being renowned all over the kingdom, by 
the fongs of flies, who ftroled about like the bards of old, finging 
from one great houfe to another, (for horfes, like great men, are 


open to flattery) gave her leave to depofite her eggs wherever 
fhe pleafed. 


Tuts favour obtained, fhe darted them into his back, made 
him a very handfome curtfey and another civil fpeech, and then 
flew away fmiling at the fuccefs of a foft harangue, and at the 


eafe with which the generous are milled by {mooth words, and 
duped by tales of wretchednefs, | Ger 
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Durinc the winter all went well with the quadruped, he 
felt: no wnealinefs, and wondered often how horfes could be fo 
ctuel to.deny fo finall-a favour on their fide, which was fo extreme= 
ly-neceffary er to flies on the other. 

‘Doren Ai 

AT length the we? feafon arriving, which awakens the em- 
bryo inclofed im the eggs into life, that part of the horfe’s back in 
which: they werd — _— to fwell, and be on 
oe ty — if 


: Uron this the: bor rac fodke' to the young brood, and des 
fired them. to Aly:abroad and’ fhift-for themfelves; that it was 
now. warm weather ; ‘for, fays he, you réally give me continual 
pain, otherwife I:{hould not care if you lived for evér in me. 


To this the young flies anfwer’d, that they were extremely 
forry for it ;. that they Were very fenfible of his great goodnefs to 
them ; that they would leave him with all gratitude as foon. as 
their wings were grown, and till that time take all manner of caré 
to give him as little pain as poffible: this quieted the mete for 
twenty rapes hours, | 


Tae pain fill increafing, he ‘comphined again the next day, 
that he could not well bear the anguifh which they gave him; . 
he befeeched them to depart, left in the height of his fufferings 
he might throw back his head and deftroy them all; for, fays he, 
I cannot anfwer for myfelf when I am ina paffion, and may 
poflibly do: that in one impetuous moment, which I may repent 
of all my life after ; and therefore I give you warning to be gone; 
Your mother, fays he, when I took you in in the greateft dif- 
trefé, promifed me that you fhould give me no pain, and fet out 
the firft fair weather in the {pring ; therefore, pray depart imme- 
diately for fear of what may happen. 


To this the flies, being funk farther into the flefh, and out of 
danger from the attacks of the horfe, began to change their notes ; 
they told him very faucily, that they did not believe their mo- 
ther had ever made any fuch agreement with him; how do we 
know, fays a pert young fpeaker, that we ever had any mother 
at all? here we found ourfelves when we came into being, and 


O32 here 
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here we will ftay ; poffeffion is eleven points of the law; we are 
the children of nature, tho’ {mall, as'well as horfes which are large, 
and mutt be fupported in the feale of beings ; and therefore find. 
ing ourfelves at our eafe as nature has placed us, we are deter. 
mined to ftay where we are, and fo do your utmoft, : 


Stunc to the heart with fuch ungrateful ufage by thofe very 
beings which he had warm’d into life with his heat, and fofter’d 
with his blood, the horfe determined to deftroy every infec of 
this noxious brood; to this intent he rub’d his back againft a tree 
with defign to crufh them all, but it was in vain, they were too 
deep, and too far from his power of hurtingthem; being extremely 
irritated to find himfelf fo treated he rub’d-with fuch violence, 
that it brought on a mortification in that part; as he grew rotten, 
they increafed in fize and number, for thefe infects delight in 
rottennefs, till partly with difeafe, and partly with grief, he 
pined away and died: and thus this noble animal, which had 
been informed with the fineft fpirit, cloth’d with the greateft 
beauty, -and cherifh’d with the pureft health, was ruined by too 
much generofity to mifcreants, and became a prey to infects, out 
of whofe body crawl’d forth ten thoufand naufeous reptiles, of- 
fenfive to the eyes and fmell, the brood of flies who devoured 
this excellent creature, fo that there remained nothing of all that 
beauty which had been fo much admired, he became the ghaft- 
ly fpectacle of a fkeleton. 


I kNow not to whom I am obliged for the following epitaph, 
but my thanks are due to this correfpondent, and my with is, 
that he would favour me with more of his performances ; he is 
fure of my approbation whatever he may have from the public, 
and fhall not fail of finding a place in my papers whenever he 
pleafes. 


Epitaph 
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Pei phon ‘a bara Lavy. 
wh: 3 Of 
“) sas sw ati Beneath °this tone lies. 
Romeo cothe. bedy - of 
Dame Mary Hicusroop, : 
One bear daughter of the Right Honorable 
* S1mon Lord Baron Hicustoop, 
L (tv? ‘got and ot: 
ny 6 Lady HarrioT his wife. 
She died a fpotlefs virgin ; 
her matchlefs form and’ phyfiognomy 
protecting her from all attacks on 
| her chaftity, — 
“She lived a pattern’of all old ‘maids,’ 
being fo difinterefted: in her difpofition 
that fhe was never known to have preferr’d 
one perfon to another. 
Her foul was fo peculiarly form’d, that fhe 
could not hear the tale, nor behold the face of 
the wretched, 
and to avoid all miftaken acts of charity 
towards human kind, ' 
the beftow’d great fums of money in handfomely fupporting 
dogs, cats, monkies and parrots only. 
So referved in her fpeech that fhe was never known . 
to {peak well of any body ; 
fuch an enemy to fcandal in the converfation of others, 
that fhe never permitted any one to fpeak 
in company but herfelf; 
fo pious, fhe never believed that heaven 
had ever vifited any mortal with 
calamity, 
but that all misfortunes were of man’s procuring ; 
fo univerfal in her devotion, that fhe never pray’d 
for fuccefs on any perfon’s endeavours however laudable, 
thro’ fear of miftaking the object, 
and fo favourable in her opinion of 
Religion 
that fhe thought equally charitable of the 
Jew, 
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Jew, Turk, Chriftian, and Pagan, 
Envied by the avaritious for her vaft wealth, 
detefted by a malicious world for her fevere virtues, 
bewailed by dogs, monkies, cats and parrots. 
She gave up this life with fears of a better, 
in the feventy fourth year of her virginity, 
and has left her whole acquantance 
and relations 
perfectly refign’d to the will of heaven 
for this merciful act. 

Reader, whoever thou art, : 
remark thofe lines, 
and hope not to refemble this 
fingular woman 
in all the wonderful endowments of the 
head and heart, 
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